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This newsletter is provided for obtaining informational resources only, and not as a guide for recommendation of
treatment.  Recommendations for care and treatment should be obtained from your physician. BransonGoers Gazette
makes no representations or warranties c oncerning the accuracy or reliability of information contained within. The
contributing authors, editors, production, and programming staff shall not be liable for errors, omissions or inaccuracies in
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If you have anything you would like to be posted concerning your local support group, please contact us.

“““GGGeeettttttiiinnngggTTToooKKKnnnooowww YYYooouuu”””
featuring Linda Wheeler Donahue

What is your name and at what age did youcontract polio?

My name is Linda Wheeler Donahue and I contracted polio in 1943 at the age of 1½
years. By all standards, I had a very severe case and was hospitalized for a full
year.

How did you having polio affect the way you were treated?

I was not in the popular crowd nor was I in the outcast crowd.  From a
psychological standpoint, I felt relegated to a lower tier of social standing.  Ignored,
marginalized.  Even though I was often told that I was attractive, I was never asked
out on a date, never invited to any socials, never asked to the prom.

How did you having polio affectyour self-esteem?

Polio sure did a number on my self -esteem. I was painfully self-conscious of my
pronounced limp and ugly orthopedic shoes. Sad to say� I felt I was of less value

dhansche@gmail.com

